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Message Text 


TAGS: PEBR, PN 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST STORY, APRIL 13, RE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES 


THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF ROBERT G. KAISER STORY IN TODAY S 
WASHINGTON POST ENTITLED: EFFORTS TO RESCUE PANAMA TREATIES 
CENTER ON SENATOR. 


QUOTE: INTENSE EFFORTS TO RESCUE THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES 
CONTINUED YESTERDAY, BUT THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND KEY 
SENATE PROPONENTS FAILED TO FIND A FORMULA THAT COULD 
PLEASE BOTH TWO-THIRDS OF THE SENATE AND THE PANAMANIANS. 


QUOTE: THE NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUED TO CENTER ON SEN. DENNIS 
DECONCINI (D-ARIZ.), WHO MAY BE THE KEY TO PASSAGE OR 
REJECTION OF THE TREATIES. 


QUOTE: DECONCINI TOLD REPORTERS YESTERDAY THAT HE DID NOT 
SEE THE NEED' TO ADD A NEW UNDERSTANDING TO THE SECOND 
CANAL TREATY REITERATING THAT THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT 
SEEK THE RIGHT TO INTERVENE INDISCRIMINATELY IN PANAMA S 
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INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


QUOTE: THE FRESHMAN SENATOR SAID HE WOULD HAVE TO SEE 
POWERFUL OR OVERPOWERING EVIDENCE 1 THAT SUCH A NEW 
ADDITION WAS NEEDED BEFORE HE WOULD APPROVE IT. BUT HE 
ADDED, I DON’T WANT TO SHUT THE DOOR.' 
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QUOTE: THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND SENATORS LEADING THE 
FIGHT FOR TREATY RATIFICATION BELIEVE THEY MUST GET SOME 
CHANGE IN THE TREATIES - 'SOMETHING TO SOOTHE THE PANA- 
MANIANS', AS ONE SOURCE PUT IT - TO AVOID PANAMANIAN 
REJECTION OF THE TREATY PACKAGE. 

QUOTE: THERE WERE SIGNS OF STRAIN IN THE PRO-TREATY 
COALITION YESTERDAY. FOR ONE, SEN. HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 
(R-TENN.), THE MINORITY LEADER AND A CRUCIAL MEMBER OF 
THAT COALITION.DISASSOCIATED HIMSELF FROM THE DECONCINI 
FLAP, SAYING, 'THE PROBLEM IS ON THE DEMOCRATIC SIDE. I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON.' 

QUOTE: SEVERAL SOURCES SAID THEY SAW SIGNS THAT THE 
MAJORITY LEADER, ROBERT C. BYRD (D-W.VA.), WAS FEELING 
’DISGUSTED" WITH THE ONGOING UNCERTAINTIES OVER THE FATE 
OF THE TREATIES, AS ONE OF HIS COLLEAGUES PUT IT, AND 
MIGHT ALSO BE FEELING THAT IT WAS NOW THE CARTER ADMINIS- 
TRATION'S PROBLEM TO FIND A WAY OUT OF THE CURRENT DIFFI- 
CULTY. 

QUOTE: THE FEELING IS WIDESPREAD IN THE SENATE THAT 
THE ADMINISTRATION GOT ITSELF INTO THE CURRENT JAM BY 
ACCEPTING THE ORIGINAL DECONCINI RESERVATION KNOWING THAT 
THE PANAMANIANS REGARDED IT AS UNACCEPTABLE. 
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QUOTE: SEVERAL SENATORS, INCLUDING DANIEL PATRICK 
MOYNIHAN (D-N.Y.) AND FLOYD K. HASKELL (D-COLO.) THREATENED 
TO REVERSE THEIR AYE' VOTES FOR THE FIRST TREATY IF THE 
ADMINISTRATION WENT TOO FAR TO SATISFY DECONCINI AND 
STRAYED FROM THE TRADITIONAL AMERICAN POSITION AGAINST 
INTERVENING IN OTHER COUNTRIES' AFFAIRS. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI INSISTED YESTERDAY THAT HIS RESERVATION 
TO THE FIRST TREATY, APPROVED BY THE SENATE LAST MONTH, 

SAID NOTHING ABOUT INTERFERING IN PANAMA'S AFFAIRS, SO HE 
SAW NO NEED TO CLARIFY IT. 

QUOTE: THE RESERVATION DECLARED THAT THE UNITED STATES 
WOULD RETAIN THE RIGHT TO USE MILITARY FORCE UNILATERALLY 
IN PANAMA TO KEEP THE CANAL OPEN. IN A FLOOR SPEECH WHEN 
INTRODUCING THE RESERVATION, DECONCINI SAID HE WANTED IT 

CLEAR THAT IF LABOR UNREST IN PANAMA OR SOMETHING OF THE 
KIND CLOSED THE CANAL, THE UNITED STATES COULD USE FORCE 
TO REOPEN IT. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI'S PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE AIDE HAS SAID 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SEVERAL TIMES THAT THIS RESERVATION SPELLED OUT A LIMITED 
RIGHT OF INTERVENTION IN PANAMA. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI MET FOR AN HOUR YESTERDAY WITH DEPUTY 
SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN M. CHRISTOPHER. THEY APPARENTLY 
AGREED ON ACCEPTABLE LANGUAGE FOR A SECOND RESERVATION 
THAT DECONCINI WANTS TO ADD TO THE SECOND TREATY, WHICH 
SPELLS OUT TERMS OF THE TRANSFER OF THE CANAL TO PANAMANIAN 
CONTROL IN 2000. 

QUOTE: IN THIS RESERVATION DECONCINI WANTS TO ADD AN 
EXPLICIT STATEMENT THAT U.S. FORCES STATIONED IN PANAMA 
UNTIL 2000 WILL HAVE THE PRIMARY’ ROLE IN DEFENSE OF THE 
CANAL, AND THAT IN CASE OF ANY DISPUTE THE PANAMANIANS 
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CANNOT VETO U.S. ACTION. 

QUOTE: BUT THIS IS A SECONDARY CONCERN TO THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION, WHICH IS MUCH MORE WORRIED ABOUT GETTING DECONCINI 
AT LEAST TO GO ALONG WITH SOME REAFFIRMATION OF THE PRIN- 
CIPLE OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN THE SECOND TREATY. THE 
SENATOR WAS SUPPORTED TO DISCUSS THIS WITH PRESIDENT CARTER 
YESTERDAY, BUT THE MEETING WAS CANCELED TUESDAY NIGHT WHEN 
BOTH SIDES AGREED THAT THEY WERE TOO FAR APART TO MAKE A 
SESSION WITH THE PRESIDENT WORTHWHILE. 

QUOTE: THOUGH THERE ARE NO HEAD COUNTS CONFIRMING THEIR 
HUNCH, ADMINISTRATION LOBBYISTS AND SENATE PROPONENTS 
AGREE THAT ANY STATEMENT ON NONINTERVENTION NEEDS 
DECONCINI'S SUPPORT OR CRUCIAL VOTES ON FINAL PASSAGE 
(PROBABLY INCLUDING DECONCINI'S) COULD BE LOST. THE FIRST 
TREATY CARRIED WITH ONE VOTE TO SPARE. 

QUOTE: A KEY SENATE LEADER PREDICTED LAST NIGHT THAT 
THERE WILL BE NO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THE PRESENT DIFFICULTY 
UNTIL MONDAY OR TUESDAY. 'WE HAVEN'T LOST A SINGLE VOTE 
YET’, THIS SENATOR SAID, 'AND IT'S QUITE POSSIBLE WE CAN 
STAY IN THAT POSITION.' 

QUOTE: ANOTHER LEADER OF THE PRO-TREATY BLOC SAID THAT A 
SOLUTION WILL NOT REQUIRE AN ACT OF WIZARDRY', BUT RATHER 
'AN ACT OF DRAFTSMANSHIP' TO FIND LANGUAGE PLEASING TO ALL 
CONCERNED. UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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